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PREFACE. 


This  pamphlet  is  translated  from  the  original  French  by  a  citizen 
of  Montreal  who  prides  in  being  a  Convert  from  Protestantism.  It 
was  issued  and  revised  by  Cliiniquy  himself  over  forty  years  ago. 
Our  object  in  reproducing  it  is  two-fold ;  firstly,  because  it  is  a  clever 
piece  of  work,  and  although  not  very  deep,  yet  it  is  none  the  less 
remarkable  for  the  clearness  with  which  the  Catholic  principles  are 
set  forth  and  defended  by  the  shameless  pervert  ;  secondly,  because 
that  unfortunate  old  man  is  still  alive,  and  has  not  as  yet  ever 
attempted,  "either  in  French  or  English,  in  lecture  or  brochure,  in 
one  way  or  the  other,  to  refute  his  own  crushing  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  Church  which  he  has  since  abandoned  and  for  the  past  thirty 
years  persistently  maligned.  We  regret  that  the  interesting  debate 
was  cut  so  short  by  the  Methodist  minister  clearing  out,  otherwise 
we  might  have  been  favored  with  some  more  irrefutable  evidence  of 
the  apostate's  present  insincerity.  How  powerful  a  man  can  be  when 
backed  by  truth,  and  how  miserable  he  appears  when  advocating  error. 
Some  of  our  friends  thought  that  the  reproduction  of  this  little  work, 
unearthed  from  the  debris  of  the  far  away  past,  might  serve  to  give 
the  once  eloquent  Catholic  clergyman,  but  now  wandering  heretical 
talker,  too  much  publicity.  But  all  the  publicity  that  might  be 
given  him  cannot  either  benefit  his  unholy  cause  or  lighten  the 
heavy  burden  that  he  must  carry  down  the  few  remaining  days  or 
years  of  his  earthly  career  and  on  through  the  endless  cycles  of  the 
yet  to  be.  Still  the  reproduction  of  these  arguments,  in  which  he 
triumphed  in  the  days  of  his  vigor  and  faith,  might  flash  back  upon 
his  clouded  mind  and  with  electric  effect  light  up  the  expanse 
around  him,  letting  him  behold  once  more — if  for  a  last  time — the 
abyss  at  his  feet  and  the  terrible  end  that  closes  in  his  night-dark 
path  of  later  years.  Even  for  such  a  grace  and  for  such  a  man  would 
we  fervently  pray.  Tu  es  sacerdos  is  still  impressed  upon  his  soul, 
and  if  he  is  not  miraculously  saved,  the  time  is  fast  approaching 
when  that  seal — destined  for  eternal  glory— will  burn  as  a  stigma 
throughout  the  endless  future. 
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THE  CHINIQUY  OF  YESTERDAY  AMD  THE  CHIHIQUY  OF  TO-DAY. 


Mr.  Roussy,  a  Methodist  Preacher,  Coiifouuded.  and  Con^ 

victed  of  Iguoraiice  and  Falsehood  hy  Chiiiiqny, 

the  Notorious  Apostate. 


Readers  of  this  little  pamphlet  can  compare  the  Chiniqny  of 
1851  with  the  Chiniquy  of  1893. 

Of  these  two  Ciiiniquys  which  is  to  be  beUeved  ?  Wlien  lie 
battled  fur  the  Catholic  Church,  was  Chiniqny  in  error?  If  so,  wiiat 
assurance  have  we  that  be  is  now  in  the  right?  Why  should  a  man 
delude  himself  in  the  most  robust  years  of  hi?  prime,  find  be  free 
from  self-delusion  in  his  old  age?  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Chiniquy 
was  not  in  error  in  1851,  he  must  be  to-day,  for  he  preaches  a  con- 
trary doctrine.  Therefore,  in  either  case,  the  Chiniquy  of  1893  is 
undeserving  of  credence. 

On  Jan.  7th,  1851,  several  citizens  of  Sto.  Marie  were  sent  in  all 
directions  through  the  parish  to  announce  that  a  certain  Mr.  Roussy 
who  for  some  weeks  had  been  doing  his  best  to  pervert  the  good 
Catholics  of  the  parish,  had  at  last  consented  to  hold  the  public  " 
discussion  which  had  been  previously  demanded  of  him  in  vain. 
The  result  was  that,  by  one  o'clock,  over  four  hundred  persons  had 
crowded  into  the  large  hall  of  the  presbytery  around  the  Apostle  of 
Temperance  and  Mr.  Roussy,  for  whom  a  platform  had  been  erected 
to  enable  the  crowd  to  hear  to  advantage. 

Mr.  Joseph  Harbeck  was  elected  chairman,  and  Messrs.  F.  H. 
Gatien,  notary,  and  Leandre  Franchere,  merchant,  were  requested  to 
act  as  secretaries,  and  to  take  notes  of  what  should  be  said  and  done 
during  the  discussion.  Messrs.  Chiniquy  and  Roussy  then  agreed  to 
abide  by  the  decisions  of  the  majority  on  all  personal  questions,  or 
those  of  privilege  (but  not  those  of  doctrine)  which  might  arise  dur- 
ing the  discussion.  The  ch.airman  also  undertook  to  preserve  order 
and  silence  in  the  asseml)Iy. 

Mr.  Roussy  requested  that  ten  persons  should  be  appointed  to 
assist  the  chairman  with  their  advice  and  to  enal>ie  him  the  better 
to  maintain  order.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Chiniquy  replied  that  he  did  not 
see  the  necessity  of    naming  so  great   a  number  of  persons,    as  it 


would  tend  to  complicate  matters  and  lengthen  out  questions  that 
might  arise  for  decision  ;  besides,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  so 
many  persons  to  maintain  order  amongst  such  peaceable,  respectable 
men  as  were  those  amongst  whom  he  had  the  pleasure  and  honor  to 
ijnd  himself;  but  since  it  was  Mr.  Roussy's  desire  he  would  not 
oppose  it.  Ten  persons  were,  in  consequence,  selected  to  assist  the 
chairman. 

These  preliminary  arrangements  being  completed,  Mr.  Chiniqny 
rose  and  spoke  in  the  following  strain  : 

Mr.  Chairman, — This  is  an  event  which  you  have  long  desired  in 
this  parish — a  circumstance  for  which  I,  too,  have  offered  up  my 
most  fervent  prayers.  Certain  men  have  come  here  proclaiming 
that  we  are  idolaters ;  that  our  religion  is  nothing  but  a  mass  of 
error.  They  state  publicly  that  Catholic  priests  are  nothing  but  false 
prophets  who  deceive  the  people.  And  one  of  these  men  is  to-day 
amongst  us  to  prove,  so  he  says,  all  these  assertions.  Well,  I  am 
glad  to  meet  him.  With  God's  grace,  nothing  will  be  easier  for  me 
than  to  confound  him,  and  to  show  on  which  side  are  the  false  pro- 
phets, ignorance  and  falsehood.  But  before  entering  into  the  discus- 
sion, I  have  one  proposition  to  make  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  Mr. 
Roussy  and  I  have  agreed  to  abide  by  your  decision  on  questions  of 
form  that  may  arise  between  us ;  therefore,  in  regard  to  the  proposi- 
tion I  am  about  to  submit  to  3'ou,  I  wish  to  abide  by  your  decision. 
Out  of  respect  for  this  large  gathering,  it  seems  to  me 
but  right  that  Mr.  Roussy  and  myself  should  both  in- 
form you  who  we  are,  where  we  come  from,  and  in  what  degree 
we  deserve  the  respect  and  attention  of  those  before  whom  we  have 
the  honor  of  speaking. 

Mr.  Roussy  arose  hastily  : — '"Mi.  Chairman,"  he  shouted,  "I  pro- 
test against  Mr.  Chiniquy's  proposition.  Before  coming  here,  I 
agreed  with  this  gentleman  that  during  our  discussion,  there  should 
be  no  personal  questions  raised  between  us,  and  Mr.  Chiuiquy  can- 
not make  this  proposition  without  violating  his  word  of  honor  which 
he  has  pledged  to  me." 

Mr.  Chiniquy. — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  certain  that  Mr.  Roussj'  did 
not  understand  me,  if  he  believed  that  the  arrangement  made  between 
him  and  myself,  in  j^our  presence,  as  well  as  in  the  presence  of  more 
than  fifty  witnesses  this  morning,  deprives  me  of  the  right  of  politely 
asking  him  who  he  is,  where  he  comes  from,  to  what  religion  he  be- 
longs, and  who  has  authorized  him  to  preach.  Europe  is  casting  every 
day  thousands  of  strangers  on  f)ur  shores.  Amongst  these  emigrants, 
there  are  some  Avho  come  here  with  a  character  not  onlj''  equivocal 
but  entirely  lost  ;  in  a  word,  there  are  some  who  arrive,  after  having 
a  thousand  times  deserved  the  rigors  of  the  law.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  Mr.  Roussy  should  necessarily  be  of  this  number.  No,  cer- 
tainly not,  but  it  seems  to  me,  that  we,  Canadians,  would  deserve  the 
contempt  that  many  Europeans  have  for  us,  if  we  should  be  forever 
ready  to  bestow  our  respect  on  the  first  adventurer  who,  decked  out 
with  a  title,  taken  I  don't  know  where,  comes  posing  as  an  apostle 
of  a  new  religion. 

Mk.  Roussy,  (taking  up  his  cap  and  overcoat). — I  am  going,  this 
is  a  carefully  prepared  trap  for  me.  Mr.  Chiniquy  violates  the  word 
of  lienor  which  he  has  given  me — he  insults  me  by  giving  it  to  be 
understood  that  I  am  an  unprincipled  adventurer. 


Mr.  Chikiquy, — Mr.  Roussy  is  strangely  mistaken,  if  he  believes 
that  I  wish  to  insult  him.  I  had  not  the  faintest  idea  of  doing  so — • 
but  it  seems  to  me  that,  every  man  who  respects  himself  has  a  right  to 
know  to  whom  he  speaks,  with  what  kind  of  man  he  argues.  It  is  to 
enable  me  to  fulfil  the  promise  that  I  have  made,  to  avoid  all  per- 
sonalities during  the  discussion,  that  I  ask  Mr.  Roussy  at  the  present 
time, — who  he  is,  where  he  comes  from,  to  what  religion  he  belongs: 
who  has  given  him  a  mission  to  preach  and  explain  the  Gospel  ;  or 
by  what  right  he  poses  as  an  apostle  amongst  us,  if  no  one  has  given 
him  the  power  to  preach.  The  discussion  is  not  yet  commienced. 
The  proposition  that  I  make,  is  not  then  a  violation  of  the  word  of 
honor  1  have  pledged — not  to  bring  in  questions  of  personality  durimj 
the  discussion.  When  Mr.  Roussy  asked  to  name  a  chairman,  assisted 
by  ten  other  persons,  to  decide  personal  or  formal  questions  which 
might  arise  between  us  two,  he  supposed  necessarily  that  during  the 
discussion,  some  such  questions  were  likely  to  crop  up.  The  surprise 
this  gentleman  pretends  to  manifest,  appears  to  me  to  be  nothing  but  a 
miserable  pretext  to  escape  us  and  back  out  of  a  discussion  in  which 
he  has  more  than  one  reason  to  fear  that  the  advantage  will  not  be 
on  his  side.  Besides,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  neither  Mr.  Roussy  nor 
myself,  but  you  and  you  alone,  who  ought  to  decide  this  question  ; 
and  Mr.  Roussy  is  bound  to  abide  by  your  judgment,  if  he  has  any 
respect  for  the  word  of  honor  which  he  gave  to  submit  to  your  deci- 
sion. 

The  Chairman  then  arose,  and  addressing  Mr.  Roussy : — "  Mr. 
Roussy,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  request  of  Mr.  Chiniquy  is  fair.  A 
man  of  honor  ought  never  to  be  afraid  or  ashamed  to  declare  what 
title  he  has  to  the  respect  and  consideration  of  those  before  whom  he 
appears,  particularly  for  the  first  time.  Although  we  wish  to  sup- 
pose that  you  are  a  gentleman,  the  greater  number  of  those  who 
form  this  assembly,  and  myself  in  particular,  would  like  to  know,  for 
certain,  who  you  are,  where  you  come  from,  and  from  whom  you 
hold  the  mission  to  preach  the  Gospel." 

These  words  were  heartily  applauded  by  the  entire  audience. 

Mr.  Chiniquy  then  arose  and  handed  the  Secretaries  the  follow- 
ing document,  saying:  "This,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  tell  you  who  I 
am  : — 

"  Ignatius  BouRGET,  by  the  mercy  of  God  and  the  grace  of  the 
Holy  Apostolic  See,  Bishop  of  Ville  Marie  (Montreal). 

We  certify  and  we  wish  to  make  known  to  all  those  who  may 
read  this  letter,  that  the  Reverend  Charles  Chiniquy,  Priest,  Apostle 
of  Temperance,  of  our  Diocese,  is  well  known  to  us,  and  that,  after 
a  diligent  examination,  we  declare  that  he  leads  a  life  worthy  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  state,  and  that  he  is  not,  to  our  knowledge,  bound  by 
any  Ecclesiastical  censure :  For  these  reasons  we  pray  by  the  mercy 
of  God,  all  the  Archbishops,  Bishops,  or  other  Ecclesiastical  dignitaries 
upon  whom  he  may  call  to  receive  him  well,  for  the  love  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  in  case  he  should  desire  it,  to  permit  him  to  celebrate  the 
Holy  Sacrifice  and  to  exercise  other  Ecclesiastical  functions  declaring 
that  we  are,  Ourselves,  ready  to  confer  upon  him  these  privileges,  and 
others  even  greater. 

"  In  faith  of  which,  we  have  given  the  present  letter  under  our 


hand  and  seal  and  the  countersign  of  our  Secretary,  in  our  Pjpi8Co])al 
city  and  palace,  the  6th  of  June,  1850. 

flG.,  Bishop  of  Montreal. 
"  J.  0.  Pare,  Chan.  Sec." 

Mr.  Ciiiniquy — Mr.  Chairman,  I  liave  just  shown  you  wlio  Iain. 
Let  Mr.Koussy  do  as  much  ;  lot  him  tell  us  what  kind  of  a  character  he 
had  on  leaving  Europe  ;  let  him  tell  us  by  what  authority  he  preaches 
the  Gospel ;  to  what  religion  he  belongs  ;  yes,  let  him  have  the  condes- 
cension to  inform  us  if  he  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  Church  of  England 
or  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland,  or  whether  he  is  a  Methodist, 
Jumper  or  Mormon.  These  are  certainly  things  it  is  important  we 
should  know,  and  which  we  have  a  right  to  ask  from  a  wise  man  who 
poses  as  a  prophet  amongst  us. 

Mr.  Roussy — (rising  hastily  and  taking  his  overcoat  to  leave)  I 
cannot  consent  to  remain  here  any  longer.  I  refuse  to  give  the  ex- 
planations that  Mr.  Chiniquy  demand.s,  for  I  would  not  have  come 
here  to  meet  him,  if  I  had  believed  he  would  try  tn  deprive  me  of  my 
character  of  a  gentleman  and  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  I  consider 
his  request  adownright  insult.  If  I  were  not  a  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  would  not  have  given  me  diplomas  to 
bury  the  dead,  to  marry  and  to  keep  a   register  of  such  events. 

Mr.  Chiniquy — Really,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  singular  manner  to 
prove  that  one  is  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  Mr.  Roussy  assures  us 
that  the  Governor  has  given  him  permission  to  bury,  to  marry  and  to 
keep  a  register  of  such  events  !  To  speak  to  us  of  a  diploma  from  the 
Governor,  in  order  to  prove  that  one  is  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  is  the 
most  ridiculous  and  absurd  thing,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  you  ajul  this 
respectable  assembly  have  ever  heard  of.  A  governor  may  certainly 
name  a  justice  of  the  peace,  a  captain  of  the  militia,  a  civil  magis- 
trate, but  he  cannot  go  any  further.  When  Mr.  Roussy  assures  us 
that  he  expected  to  be  treated  by  me  as  a  true  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
he  was  laboring  under  a  great  delusion.  Strangers  arriving  in  this 
country  must  take  us,  doubtless,  for  imbeciles,  when  they  believe 
that  on  their  simple  word,  we  are  going  to  give  tliem  the 
titles,  the  coniidence  and  the  respect  that  they  demand, —  that 
we  are  going,  in  a  word,  to  bow  humbly  before  their 
ipse  dixit.  If  Mr.  Roussy  has,  up  to  this  moment  met  people  who 
were  good  enough  to  act  in  this  manner  in  regard  to  him,  he  is 
greatly  mistaken,  I  can  assure  him,  if  he  believes  that  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  this  respectable  assembly,  are  ready  to  look  upon 
him  as  a  true  and  worthy  minister  of  the  Gospel,  before  he  has  given 
us  his  credentials.  As  regards  myself,  this  morning,  before  more 
than  iifty  men,  I  did  something  which  should  have  opened  Mr. 
Roussy's  eyes,  as  to  what  I  thought  about  him.  You  were  present 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  circumstance  did  not,  I  am  certain,  escape 
your  notice.  I  shook  hands  with  everybody  except  Mr.  Roussy. 
Mr.  Roussy  is  the  first  man  whom.  I  believed  it  my  duty,  to  treat  ni 
such  a  manner.  1  am  only  waiting  to  shake  hands  with  him,  but 
lirst  let  him  prove  to  us  that  his  titles  are  not  a  usurpation.  I  shall 
be  pleased  and  happy  to  give  him  my  hand  at  that  moment.  But  to 
enable  me  to  do  so  he  must  show  us  that  he  is  not  imi)Osing  on  us 
when  he  announces  himself  as  a  new  apostle  and  a  successor  of  tliose 


to  whom  Jesus  Christ  has  said:    "Go  teach  all  nations;  lam  with 
3'ou  all  days  even  to  the  coiisumniation  of  the  world." 

Mr.  Koussv — (wishing  to  leave) — Mr.  Chiniquy  insults  )ue,  and 
I  will  not  hold  a  discussion  with  the  gentleman  unless  he  makes  me 
an  apology. 

Mr.  Chiniquy — Mr.  Chairman,  .f  it  bean  insult  to  ask  a  person  to 
whom  one  has  never  spoken,  whom  one  has  never  seen  before,  and 
who  comes,  God  knows  from  where  :  "  Who  are  you  sir  ?  where  do 
you  come  fr(>m  ?  and  what  do  yon  want  ?"  If  it  be  an  insult  to  ask 
such  questions,  I  am  ready  to  make  every  apology  (smiling).  Yes,  I 
am  ready  even  to  throw  myself  on  my  knees  before  Mr.  Roussy  to 
be^  his  pardon  if  you  deem  it  right.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
not  I  who  insult  Mr.  Eoussy  ;  it  is  he  who  insults  us  when  he  tells 
us,  that  we  have  not  the  right  in  Canada  to  demand  of  the  foreigners 
that  EuK)pe  is  constantly  casting  upon  our  shores,  "  who  are  you  ? 
where  do  you  come  from  ?  and  what  do  you  want  ?"  Especially 
when  these  foreigners  ])0se  in  our  presence  as  ambassadors  of  Christ 
upon  earth.  Decide,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  an  insult  to  a  man  who 
comes  in  the  name  of  God,  asking  us  to  change  our  religion  ;  who 
comes  preaching  to  us  a  new  doctrine  ;  and  w^ho  announces  himself 
as  a  minister  from  heaven,  to  say  to  him  :  "  Who  are  you,  and  who 
has  given  you  a  mission  to  preach  the  Gospel  ?  What  proof  have  you 
to  give  us  that  you  know  how  to  interpret  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
better  thau  the  Catholic  Church?  Prove  to  us  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
enlightens  you  more,  you  alone,  than  He  enlightens  the  two  hundred 
iuillions  of  Catholics  who  people  the  world.'' 

The  Chaikmax. — Mr.  Eoussy,  I  do  not  thuik  that  Mr.  Chiniquy 
insults  j^ou  in  asking  who  you  are  and  who  has  given  you  a  mission 
to  preach. 

Mr.  Roussy  being  still  anxious  to  leave,  Mr.  Chiniquy  thereupon 
demands  of  the  ten  gentlemen  named  to  assist  the  Chairman  with 
their  advice  -.—Decide,  gentlemen,  if  it  be  an  insult  to  ask  a  stranger 
wlio  he  is,  where  he  comes  from,  and  what  he  wants.  I  appeal  to 
your  honor  and  your  good  sense.  If  you  decide  that  it  is  an  insult 
I  am  ready  to  do  whatever  you  deem  right  to  repair  it.  I  am  deter- 
mined, however,  that  Mr.  Roussy  shall  not  escape  us.  For  a  long 
time  I  have  desired  to  show  this  good  parish  the  ignorance  of  all 
these  makers  of  new  religions,  and  this  opportunity  is  too  line  a 
one  to  let  slip. — I  wish  therefore  to  do  ail  my  power  to  force  Mr. 
Roussj  to  argue  before  you. — But  as  I  think  Mr.  Roussy  will  never 
consent,  for  good  reasons  of  his  own,  to  show  us  what  titles  he  has  to 
our  respect  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  1  withdraw  my  motion.  And 
without  knowing  what  kind  of  man  I  have  to  deal  with,  I  consent  to 
discuss  with  him. 

Mr.  Roussy  wished  to  leave  at  once,  but  was  stopped,  in  order 
that  the  ten  judges  named  at  this  gentleman's  express  wish  should 
give  a  decision. 

Upon  which  one  of  the  ten,  a  Protestant  named  Auger,  on  behalf 
of  all,  said  :  "  Mr.  Roussy,  as  Mr.  Chiniquy  declares  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  insulting  you,  in  asking  you  who  you  are,  you  ought  to  accept 
his  explanation.  The  more  so  as  the  gentleman  declares  himself 
ready  to  otl'er  you  any  kind  of  apology  that  we  may  deem  proper  to 
demand  of  him.    Besides  as  Mr.  Chiniquy  withdraws  his  motion  and 


consents  to  discuss  with  you  without  knowing  w'ho  you  are,  you  can- 
not under  the  circumstances  honorably  refuse  tlie  discussion." 

This  decision  elicited  great  applause,  and  Mr.  Roussy  resumed 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Chiniquy — Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  have  liked  to  have  known 
with  whom  I  was  going  to  enter  this  discussion,  and  it  still  seems  to 
nift.  ,lha.t  we  have  the  right  to  know,  but  since  this  knowledge  is  de- 
nied us — let  us  open  the  discussion  without  any  further  delay.  Mr. 
Roussy  travels  through  the  country  telling  us  that  the  Bible,  and  the 
Bible  alone,  interpreted  by  each  individual,  ought  to  be  the  sole  rule 
of  our  faith.  He  asserts  that  the  Bible  is  the  only  authority 
that  can  possibly  be  our  guide  in  the  darkest  hours  of  life.  He  has 
said  that  we  ought  to  reject  everything  which  is  not  proved  by  a  clear 
text  from  the  Bible.  He  says  that  we  ought  not  to  take  any  notice 
of  the  Holy  Traditions,  nor  of  the  authority  of  the  Church.  Well, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  defy  Mr.  Roussy  to  prove  these  assertions  and  I 
bind  myself  to  demonstrate  that  each  of  these  propositions  is  an  ab- 
surdity. 

Mr.  Roussy. — Mr.  Chairman — Nothing  is  easier  for  me  to  prove 
than  that  the  JBible,  and  the  Bible  alone,  and  not  tradition,  is  the 
rule  for  every  man  who  desires  to  work  out   his  salvation. 

Moses  says  expressly  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy  (chap,  iv, 
2,  5)  "  Ye  shall  not  add  unto  the  word  which  I  command  you, 
Tieither  shall  ye  diminish  ought  from  it,  that  ye  may  keep  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  your  God  which  I  command  you. 
Behold,  I  have  taught  you  statutes  and  judgments,  even  as  tlie  Lord 
my  God  commanded  me,  that  ye  should  do  so  in  the  land  whither 
ye  go  to  possess  it." 

This  is  very  precise  : — "  Ye  shall  not  add  unto  the  word  which  I 
command  you,  neither  shall  ve  diminish  ought  from  it."  Is  it  not  a 
fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  passage  is  directly  opposed  to  the 
doctrine  of  tradition. 

In  the  book  of  Joshua  (chap,  i,  7,  8)  God  speaking  to  this 
leader  of  His  people,  says  to  Him  : — "  Only  be  thou  strong  and  very 
courageous,  that  thou  mayest  observe  to  do  according  to  all  the  law, 
which  Moses,  My  servant,  commanded  thee  ;  turn  not  from  it  to  the 
right  hand  or  to  the  left,  that  thou  mayest  prosper  whithersoever 
thou  goest.  This  book  of  the  law  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy 
mouth ;  but  thou  shalt  meditate  therein  day  and  night,  that  thou 
mayest  observe  to  do  accoiding  to  all  that  is  written  therein." 

We  lead  also  the  following  words  in  the  book  of  Nehemiah  (chap, 
viii,  2,  3,  and  8)  "  And  Ezra  the  priest  brought  the  law  before  the 
congregation  both  of  men  and  women,  and  all  that  could  hear  with 
understanding,  upon  the  first  day  of  the  seventh  month.  And  he 
rea.d  therein  before  the  street  that  was  before  the  water  gate  from  the 
morning  till  mid-day,  before  the  men  and  wouien,  and  all  those  that 
could  understand  ;  and  the  ears  of  all  the  people  were  attentive  unto 
the  book  of  the  law.  So  they  read  in  the  book  in  the  law  of  God 
distinctly,  and  gave  the  sense  and  caused  them  to  understand  the 
reading." 

The  119th  Psalm,  which  is  the  longest  as  well  as  the  most  beauti- 
ful of  all  the  Psalms,  is  nothing  but  a  repetition  of  the  great  advan- 
tage of  constant  meditation  on  the  law  ot  the  Lord. 
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What  does  God  tell  us  by  the  voice  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  if  ru>t 
to  have  His  holy  law  constantly  before  our  eyes  and  in  our  heart. 
These  are  the  exact  words  of  the  holy  Prophet  (chap,  viii,  19, 'JO), : 
"And  when  they  shall  say  unto  you,  Seek  unto  them  that  have 
familiar  spirits,  and  unto  wizards  that  peep  and  that  mutter  ;  should 
not  a  people  seek  unto  their  God  ?  For  the  living  to  tlie  dead  ?  To 
the  law  and  to  the  testimony  ;  if  they  speak  not  according  to  this 
word  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them." 

But  let  us  leave  the  Old  Testament  and  the  prophets  ;  we  have 
seen  thai  they  are  unanimous  in  inviting  us  to  meditate  upon  and 
constantly  study  the  law  of  the  Lord.  They  do  not  speak  in  this 
manner  of  Tradition.  Let  us  come  then  to  Our  Ix)rd  Jesus  Christ 
and  to  His  Holy  Gospel ;  we  shall  see  that  they  are  still  more  em- 
phatic in  urging  us  to  study  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  to  avoid  the 
traditions  of  men. 

In  St.  Matthew  (chap,  xv,  3)  Jesus  Christ  answers  the  Phari- 
sees :  "  Why  do  ye  also  transgress  the  commandment  of  God  by  your 
tradition  ?  "  Is  not  the  doctrine  of  tradition  condemned  here  by  the 
mouth  of  Christ  Himself? 

In  St.  John  (chap,  v,  olt)  does  not  our  Lord  positively  say  ; 
"Search  the  scriptures;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life; 
and  they  are  they  which  testify  of  me." 

And  what  can  more  positively  show  us  the  necessity  and  utility 
of  reading  and  constantly  meditating  on  the  holy  scriptures,  than 
this  text  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  (chap.  xvii.  11,  12) — 
"  These  (Jews  of  Berea]  were  more  noble  than  those  of  Thessalonica 
in  that  they  received  the  word  with  all  readiness  of  mind,  and 
searched  the  scriptures  daily,  whether  those  things  were  so.  There- 
fore many  of  them  believed  ;  also  of  honorable  women  which  were 
Greeks  and  of  men,  not  a  few."  You  can  see  by  all  this  what  we 
ought  to  think  of  a  church  which  deprives  its  followers  of  the  holy 
scriptures  to  amuse  them  with  its  traditions  !  And  St.  John  in  the 
Revelation  (chap.  xxii.  18,  19 j,  does  he  not  say  that  those  are 
cursed  by  God  who  add  to  or  take  away  one  word  of  the  book  of  this 
prophecy.  Is  not  this  a  striking  proof  that  God  wishes  us  to  be 
guided  by  nothing  but  the  written  words  in  His  Holy  Gospel,  and 
that  He  has  a  horror  for  the  traditions  of  men  ? 

Mk.  Cjiinii^iv  : — Mr.  Chairman — It  was  the  custom  of  our  dear 
old  grandmothers  to  Jrighten  little  children  by  childish  tales.  It 
seems  that  it  is  also  the  custom  amongst  reformers  of  religion  to 
imagine  dark  and  dismal  stories  with  which  tliey  horrify  and  <»muse 
their  dupes.  Amongst  tliese  alarming  histories,  with  which  every 
echo  from  the  so-called  reformed  countries  resounds,  the  most  ridicu- 
lous, the  most  absurd,  and  the  most  false,  is  without  contradiction, 
the  one  with  which  Mr.  Roussy  has  appeared  engrossed  during  the 
reading  of  the  long  list  of  texts  which  we  have  just  heard,  I  don't 
really  know  for  what  purpose.  Mr.  Iloussy  has  so  many  times  heard 
his  old  grandmother  tell  the  story  that  we  Catholics  are  the  enemies 
of  the  word  of  God,  and  that  we  abhor  the  Holy  Bible,  that  he  Hrmly 
believes  it.  But  in  reality  this  is  one  of  those  ancient  tales  for 
which  educated  Protestants  blush. 

Who  preserved  intact  the  sacred  trust  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  dur- 
ing the  fifteen  hundred  years  preceding  tlie  appearsnce  of  the  lewd 
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apostates,  Luther  and  Calvin,  if  it  was  not  the  CathoUc  Church  ? 
Before  these  two  monsters  of  impurity  had  troubled  the  peace  of  the 
world,  deceiving  people  by  their  sophisms  and  errors  of  every  port ; 
before  there  was  even  one  single  Protestant  in  the  world,  the  Catholic 
Church  not  only  preserved  the  sacred  writings  as  her  most  precious 
treasure,  but  she  neglected  no  possible  means  of  spreading  their 
knowledge  amongst  all  nations.  During  the  short  space  of  time 
which  had  elapsed  between  the  wonderful  invention  of  printing 
and  the  day  that  Luther  published  his  first  Bible,  from  seventy- 
five  to  eighty  editions  of  thp  Bible,  translated  into  the  different  lan- 
guages of  Europe,  and  forming  not  less  than  two  hundred  thousand 
copies,  had  been  circulated  amongst  the  people,  with  the  authoriza- 
tion, and  often  at  the  expense,  of  the  Catholic  ecclesiastical  authori- 
ties. If  the  Church,  during  a  few  years,  was  obliged  to  put  certain 
restrictions  on  the  diffusion  and  reading  of  the  Bible  in  modern  lan- 
guages, Protestants  alone  were  the  cause  of  it.  These  sectaries 
had  so  changed  the  text  in  their  false  translations  ;  they  had  by  their 
ignorance,  or  rather  by  the  corruption  of  their  minds  and  hearts  so 
poisoned  this  source  of  life,  that  those  coming  to  drink  of  it  found  in 
it  rather  the  death  than  the  life  of  their  souls.  Europe  was  for  a 
time  inundated  with  bibles  in  which  the  true  text,  as  acknowledged 
by  well  .  educated  Protestants,  had  disappeared  to  give  place  to 
the  senseless  and  impious  dreams  of  the  sectaries.  Then,  but 
then  alone,  the  Church,  rightly  fearing,  or  rather,  seeing  that 
those  falsified  bibles  were  being  taken  for  the  true  word  of  God,  put 
some  restrictions  for  a  time  on  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  modern 
languages.  She  did  then  what  wise  and  able  physicians  do  in  times 
of  epidemics ;  they  forbid  us  certain  foods  which  are  excellent  at 
other  times,  but  which  become  dangerous  on  account  of  the  impure 
disposition  of  the  air  or  of  our  temperaments.  But  never  has  the 
Church  shackled  the  diffusion  of  the  Holy  Bible  in  the  Greek  or 
Latin  text.  Now,  at  that  time,  nearly  everybody  who  knew  how  to 
read  at  all  understood  Greek  or  Latin  ;  for  these  two  languages  were 
then  taught  far  more  universally  than  they  are  to-day  in  all  the  prin- 
ciple schools  of  Europe.  But  the  unhappy  epoch  when  a  deplorable 
epidemic  forced  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  to  take  this  extreme 
measure  in  order  to  prevent  the  contagion  of  evil  attacking  the  very 
heart  of  the  nations,  was  not  of  long  duration.  The  devouring  fever 
which  Satan  had,  by  the  hands  of  Luther  and  Calvin,  infused  into  the 
veins  of  Europe,  had  scarcely  lost  its  intensity  and  contagion,  when 
the  Church  once  more  invited  her  children  to  nourish  their  souls  by 
the  reading  of  the  Holy  Bible,  and  put  it  within  the  reach  of  all  by 
the  numerous  authorized  translations,  which  She  recommended 
everywhere  by  the  voice  of  Her  chief  pastor. 

Certain  Protestants  still  repeat  that  the  Church  forbids  the  reading 
of  the  Holy  Bible  by  the  people;  this  is  a  cowardly  and  absurd  lie, 
and  it  is  only  the  ignorant  or  the  sill}'  amongst  Protestants,  who 
at  the  present  day  believe  this  ancient  fabrication  of  heresy  ;  some 
unscrupulous  ministers,  however,  are  constantly  bringing  it  up  before 
the  eyes  of  their  dupes  to  impose  upon  them  and  to  keep  them  in  a 
holy  horror  of  what  they  call  Popery.  Let  Protestants  make  the  tour 
of  Europe  and  America ;  let  them  go  into  the  numerous  Catholic 
book-stores  they  will  come  across  at  every  step ;  let  them,  for  instance, 
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go  to  Montreal,  to  Mr.  Fabre's  or  to  Mr.  Sadlier's ;  and  everywhere 
they  will  find  on  their  shelves  thousands  of  Bibles  in  all  modern  lan- 
guages, printed  with  the  permission  of  the  Ecclesiastical  authorities. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  New  Testament,  printed  less  than  five  years  ago, 
at  Quebec.  On  the  first  page  I  read  the  following  approbation  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Quebec : 

"  We  approve  and  recommend  to  the  faithful  of  our  Diocese  this 
"  translation  of  the  New  Testament,  with  commentaries  on  the  text 
"  and  notes  at  the  foot  of  the  pages. 

"  t  Jos.,  Archbishop  of  Quebec.  " 

Every  one  of  those  Catholic  Bibles,  to  be  found  on  sale  at  every 
bookseller's  in  Europe  or  America  in  like  manner  bears  irrefutable 
witness  to  the  fact  that  Protestantism  ii  fed  on  lies,  when  day  by  day 
it  listens  with  complacency  to  its  ministers  and  its  newspapers,  telling 
it  in  various  strains,  that  we.  Catholics,  are  the  enemies  of  the  Bible. 

\  r.  Roussy  has  told  us  that  the  reading  of  the  Bible  was  the  sole 
means  employed  by  Christ  and  His  Apostles  for  the  conversion  of  the 
world.  Mr.  Roussy  obtains,  probably,  as  all  Protestants  do,  this  new 
idea  from  his  good  old  grandmother.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  must 
see  that  never  has  a  greater  absurdity  issued  from  the  mouth  of  man. 
It  is  incredible  that  men,  who  are  continally  talking  to  us  of  Bibles 
and  Bibles,  do  not  know  that  Jesus  Christ  has  said  to  His  Apostles  : 
"Go  ye  into  the  whole  world  andjj/-e«(Vi  the  Gospel  to  every  creature. 
He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved  ;  but  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  condemned"  (St.  Mark,  xvi,  15,  16.)  And 
in  St.  Mathew  (chap,  xxviii.,  18,  19,  20)  Jesus,  speaking  to  his  eleven 
disciples,  says  to  them  :  "  All  power  is  given  to  me  in  heaven  and  in 
earth.  Going,  therefore,  teach  ye  all  nations  ;  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you  ;  imd 
he/iold  I  am  nUli  yon  all  days,  even  to  the  consummation  of  the  world." 

It  is  not,  we  see,  a  book  that  the  Apostles  are  cnarged  lo  write, 
to  be  res.(\  to  the  people  to  the  consummation  of  the  imrld.  But  their 
mission  is  to  take  the  form  of  verbal  preaching,  in  which  mission  the 
Divine  Saviour  promises  to  assist  and  guide  them,  not  during  thirty, 
forty  or  sixty  years,  but  to  the  consummation  of  the  world.  It 
is  by  the  prpacldnu  of  the  Apostles  to  the  people,  and  not  by  the 
reading  of  the  Gospel  by  the  people  that  Jesus  Christ  wishes  men 
to  be  enlightened  and  saved,  to  the  consunimntiov  of  the  irorld. 
And  this  is  why  the  Catholic  priesthood,  sole  possessors  of  the 
mission  given  to  the  first  Apostles,  teaches,  preaches  and  explains 
the  Gospel  to  the  people.  Jesus  Christ  has  not  said  :  "  He  that  does 
not  read  the  Gospel,  shall  be  condemned."  That  is  an  absurdity  and 
a  falsehood  which  can  have  only  issued  from  hell  itself;  but  Jesus 
(yhrist  has  said  to  his  Apostles  for  all  time  :  "  Preach  the  Gospel ; 
teach  all  nations ;  I  shall  be  with  you  ;  he  that  heareth  yon  hrareth  .Ve ; 
he  that  despiseth  you,  despiseth  Me;  he  that  believeth  on  your 
preaching  shall  be  saved  ;  he  that  believeth  it  not  shall  be  lost." 

Jesus  Cnrist  has  not  said  ;  If  you  do  not  read  the  Bible  you  .shall 
be  regarded  as  the  heathen  and  the  publican  ;  but  He  has  said  :  It' 
you  do  not  hear  the  Church  you  shall  be  as  the  heathen  and  the  publi- 
can.   (St.  Mathew,  xviii,  17.) 
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It  is  then  a  Chtirch  that  Jesus  Christ  came  on  earth  to  found,  not 
a  book  that  he  came  to  have  written  and  read.  The  <rospel  is  the 
property  of  the  Church,  it  is  one  of  its  sacred  trusts,  it  is  one  of  its 
greatest  treasures.  She  it  is  who  is  charged  co  preserve  it  and  to 
explain  its  pages  to  the  people.  For  it  is  to  iier  alone  and  not  to 
each  individual  that  the  promise  was  made  and  the  mission  given. 

To  say  that  .Tesus  Christ  and  his  Apostles  wished  the  nations  to 
be  converted  by  reading  the  Bible,  interpreted  by  each  individual, 
IS  so  great  an  absurdity  that  I  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  con- 
ceiving how  a  self-respecting  man  can  possibly  allow  it  to  fall  from 
his  lips. 

Every  body  knows  that  before  the  invention  of  printing,  books 
were  just  as  scarce  and  expensive,  as  they  are  now-a-days  common  and 
cheap.  For  1410  years  after  Jesus  Christ,  every  word  had  to  be 
written  by  hand.  Now  to  write  out  a  whole  Bible  would  require  a 
great  aeal  of  time.  Amongst  many  nations,  almost  constantly  at 
Avar,  very  few  persons  knew  how  to  write.  History  records  the  names 
of  even  several  powerful  kings,  who  did  not  know  how  to  sign  their 
names.  To  have  so  large  a  book  written,  therefore,  it  was  necessary 
to  pay  an  enormous  sum  of  money.  It  was  therefore  ahsohitplji  im- 
jiofixihlr  for  the  great  majority  of  <  'hristians  for  the  space  of  1400 
years  to  either  own  Bibles  or  to  read  them.  We  also  loarn  from  his- 
tory that  previous  to  the  invention  of  printing  it  was  the  custom  for 
people  to  tax  themselves  in  order  to  obtain  a  Bible,  which  was  then 
deposited  in  the  Church,  where  the  Priest  would  read  some  part 
of  it  every  Sunday,  and  explain  it  to  the  people. 

It  was  not  by  the  reading  of  the  Bible,  but  bj^  the  preach  in;/  of 
Apostles  commissioned  by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  the  French, 
the  English,  the  Germans,  the  Spanish,  the  Irish,  the  Greeks,  the 
Komans,  and  all  other  nations  were  converted  to  Christianity  ;  for 
amongst  these  diflerent  nations  very  few  persons  knew  how  to  read, 
and  a  very  much  smaller  number,  indeed,  had  the  means  with  which 
to  procure  a  Bible.     Let  Mr.  Roussy  deny  these  facts,  if  he  dares. 

Well,  since  it  is  admitted  as  an  ascertained  fact  that  it  was  the 
will  of  .lesus  Christ  that  His  Church  should  march  on  to  the  conquest 
of  souls  by  means  of  prcadiinri  for  1500  years,  it  devolves  on  Mr. 
Houssy  to  show  us  a  single  text  in  his  Bible,  which  informs  us  that 
Jesus  Christ  decided  that  the  reading  of  the  Bible  by  each  individual, 
should,  at  any  period  whatever  during  the  life  of  the  Church,  take  the 
])lace  of  this  j) reach hig. 

It  is  clear  that  if  Mr.  Roussy 's  system  were  baaed  on  the  truth,  Jesus 
Christ  would  have  commanded  his  Apostles  not  to  preach  the  Gospel 
till  the  end  of  the  world,  but  to  teach  the  nations  how  to  read  and  to 
give  them  Bibles.  And  instead  of  Apostles,  it  would  have  been 
School-masters  that  he  would  have  promised  and  sent  to  the  nations 
sitting  in  the  darkness  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

Mr.  Roussy  tells  us  that  Our  Lord  was  opposed  to  the  fahe  tradi- 
tions of  men;  but  is  the  Church  less  opposed  to  these  false  human 
traditinns,  or  does  she  condemn  them  less  than  Her  Lord  and  Master 
did  ?  When  Mr.  Roussy  says,  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  believed  and 
practised  is  written  in  the  Gospel,  and  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  be- 
lieve in  those  truths  taught  by  tradition  ;  when,  in  a  word,  Mr.  Roussy 
says  the  Catholic  dogma  of  Tradition  is  not  to  be  found  in  Holy  Writ, 
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he  simply  shows  either  his  bad  faith  or  his  ignorance.  Here  is  a 
Bible  whicli  conies  from  Mr.  Roussy  himself.  Well,  in  the  Second 
Epistle  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Thessalonians,  listen  to  what  the  Holy 
Apostle  writes  (chap.  ii.  15)  :  "Therefore,  brethren,  stand  fast,  and 
hold  the  traditions  which  ye  have  been  taught,  whether  by  word  or 
our  epistle."  Here  St.  Paul  tells  us  that  what  comes  to  us  b;/  means 
of  the  unwritten  v'ord,  that  is  to  say,  by  tradition,  has  the  same  author- 
ity as  what  he  wrote  in  his  epistle.  Is  it  not  then,  something  more 
than  effrontery  on  Mr.  Koussy's  part  to  daie  tell  us  to  our  face  that 
tradition  is  not  spoken  of  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Again,  in  chap.  iii.  G,  of  the  same  Epistle,  St.  Paul  says  :  "  Now 
we  command  you,  brethren,  in  the  name  of  Oar  Lord  .Jesus  Christ, 
that  ye  withdraw  yourselves  from  every  brother  that  walketh  dis- 
orderly and  not  after  the  tradition  which  he  received  of  us." 

In  the  Second  Epistle  to  St.  Timothy  (chap.  ii.  1,2),  St. 
Paul  contradicts,  in  advance,  the  absurd  assertion  of  Mr.  Roussy 
which  maintains  that  all  the  truths  and  doctrines  of  .Jesus  Christ  are 
written,  and  that  there  are  none  which  reach  us  by  tradition.  Hi.s 
words  are  clear  and  precise  :  "  Thou,  therefore,  my  son,  be  strong  in 
"  the  grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  the  things  that  thou  ha.st 
"  heard  of  me  among  many  witnesses,  the  same  commit  thou  to  faith- 
'•  ful  men,  Avho  shall  be  able  to  teach  others  also." 

Really,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  Mr.  Roussy  told  us  that  everything 
was  written  in  the  sacred  books,  and  that  they  have  nothing  to  say 
al)out  tradition,  he  had  either  lost  his  memory  or  supposed  us  so 
ignorant  as  to  be  incapable  of  reading  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul. 

Mr.  Roussy  has  been  truly  unhappy  in  the  choice  he  has  made 
of  his  texts,  tor  the  purpose  of  proving  that  each  individual  is  obliged 
to  read  Sacred  Scripiure,  and  has  a  right  to  interpret  it  in  his  own 
way.  He  has  cited  the  text  in  which  Moses  directs  that  we  should 
observe  the  law  of  God^  And  that  is  precisely  what  we  wish  all  to  do. 
Yes,  would  that  all  the  world  meditated  on  the  law  of  God — 
now  one  of  His  laws,  one  of  His  Commandments  the  most  absolute 
is  this  :  "  Hear  the  Church,  and  he  that  will  not  hear  the  Church 
must  be  regarded  as  a  heathen  and  a  publican."  (Mat.  xviii.  17.) 

He  next  cited  Joshua.  Now,  Joshua  was  the  leader,  the  great 
chieftain  of  his  people  ;  he  was  a  man  visibly  chosen  and  inspired  by 
God  to  conduct  his  brethren  into  the  promised  land;  nothing  could 
be  more  natural  than  the  obligation  that  he  should  read  and  meditate 
on  the  Sacred  Writings,  in  order  to  instruct  himself  and  teach  others. 
And  exactly  in  the  same  manner  the  Catholic  Church  obliges  all 
those  whom  God  has  chosen  as  leaders  of  His  people.  She  commands 
them  to  study  and  to  frequently  read  the  Sacred  Sciiptures. 

The  good  Mr.  Roussy  has  cited  against  us  the  Book  of  Nehemiah  ; 
but  I  believe  it  must  have  been  absence  of  mind  on  his  part.  For 
the  text  which  he  has  quoted  proves  exactly  the  opposite  of  what  he 
had  promised  us.  Mr.  Ivoussy  had  promised  us,  you  all  know,  to 
show  that  each  individual  person  ought  to  have  his  Bible  and  read  it 
fo'r  himself.  To  do  so,  he  quotes  a  text  which  informs  us  that  not  one 
single  man  or  woman  hud  a  Bible,  except  the  priests.  "  And  Ezra 
the  priest  brought  the  law  ....  and  lie  read  therein  before  all  people." 
You  see, Mr.Chairman, that  this  Ezra  was  no  better  than  a  Popish  priest. 
Instead  of  distributing  Bibles  around  by  thousands  to  everybody,  as 
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does  the  cheeky  Mr.  Roussy,  he  keeps  the  sacred  volume  in  his  own 
hands,  and  contents  himself  with  reading  and  explaining  it  to  the 
people,  exactly  as  Mr.  Giroiiard,  your  cure,  does  every  Sunday. 

As  to  the  extract  from  Isaiah  ;  it  proves  that  there  is  something 
else  besides  the  written  law,  for  God  wishes  that  we  should  observe 
the  testimony  as  well. 

Our  Lord  advises  the  unbelieving  Jews  to  search  the  Scriptures  ; 
but  He  certainly  did  not  mean  this  as  the  only — or  even  as  the  best 
means  of  knowing  Him,  for  these  Jews  would  have  done  far  better,  ac- 
cording to  Jesus  Christ  Himself,  to  Imve  believed  His  word  and  His 
works  (John,  v.  24,  36,  38).  The  reading  of  the  Bible  wrongly  inter- 
preted, was  perdition  to  the  Jews,  as  it  is  to  the  Protestants  of  to-day. 
It  was  with  the  Bible  in  hand,  that  the  Jews  declared  that  Jesus 
Christ  was  an  impostor,  and  according  to  the  law,  he  ought  to  be  cru- 
cified. (John  xix.  7.) 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  refute  Mr.  Roussy  out  of  his  own 
mouth  and,  by  his  own  words,  prove  to  him  that  he  is  astray  and  mis- 
leads others,  when  he  tells  them  that  in  questions  of  religion  they 
should  only  admit  such  doctrines  as  can  be  proved  by  a  precise  text 
from  the  Bible.  I  wish  to  make  him  admit  the  absolute  necessity  of 
having  recourse  to  tradition,  and  even  an  infallible  tradition,  under 
pain  of  not  being  a  Christian.  I  shall  therefore  request  Mr.  Roussy 
to  reply  to  my  questions.  And  you,  gentlemen,  the  secretaries,  write 
down  the  gentleman's  exact  answers  ;  and  you,  my  good  friends, 
(speaking  to  the  people)  listen  with  great  attention  to  the  avowals  I 
am  about  to  draw  from  him. 

Since  you  say,  Mr.  Roussy,  that  we  ought  to  admit  nothing  in 
religious  matters,  except  what  can  be  clearly  proved  by  a  text  from 
the  Bible,  will  you  show  us  the  text  that  proves  that  St.  Mark  wrote 
the  Gospel,  and  that  he  was  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  when  he 
wrote  his  Gospel  ? 

Mr.  Roussy. — (Rising  with  an  air  of  assurance) — Nothing  is 
easier,  sir  ;  here  are  the  very  words  of  the  Saviour,  in  St.  Matthew 
(chap,  xxviii.  19,  20)  "  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  :  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have 
commanded  you,  and  To  !  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world." 

Mr.  Chiniquy — Mr.  Roussy  will  have  the  kindness  to  say  to 
whom  these  words  were  addressed  by  the  Divine  Saviour  ? 

Mr.  Roussy. — Jesus  Christ  addressed  these  words  to  His  Apostles. 

Mil.  Chiniqiv. — The  Secretaries  will  have  the  kindness  to  write 
that  the  words  which  Mr.  Roussy  has  quoted  refer  only  to  the 
Apostles.  Now,  Mr.  Roussy,  will  you  tell  us  if  St.  Mark  was  an 
Apostle  ? 

Mr.  Roussy. — Yes  sir,  St  Mark  was  an  Apostle. 

Mr.  Chiniqi  y. — The  Secretaries  will  please  write  that  Mr. 
Roussy  maintains  that  St.  Mark  was  an  Apostle. 

Mr.  Roussy. — (Precipitately) — No,  no,  sir,  St.  Mark  was  not  an 
Apostle. 

Mr.  Chiniquy.— Write,  gentlemen,  that  Mr.  Roussy  declares 
that  St.  Mark  was  not  an  Apostle. 

Well,  Mr.  Roussy,  since  St.  Mark  was  not  an  Apostle,  and  since  the 
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text  you  have  quoted  refers  only  to  the  Apostlep,  it  follows,  according 
to  your  own  statement,  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  St.  Mark. 

Mk.  Rodssy. — No,  sir,  I  was  mistaken,  and  I  admit  that  the  text 
quoted  does  not  refer  to  St.  Mark. 

Mr.  Chiniquy. — Very  well,  Mr.  Roussy,  then  I  repeat  my  ques- 
tion before  this  respectable  assembly.  Show  us  a  precise  text  from 
the  Bible,  which  proves  that  St.  Mark  was  inspired  by  God  to  write 
the  Gospel. 

Mr.  Roussy  rises,  and  commences  turning  over  the  pages  of  his 
book.  He  is  pale,  he  trembles,  he  perspires  profusely,  he  takes  more 
than  ten  minutes  to  search.  A  gloomy  silence  reigns,  only  a  few 
feeble  murmurs  of  "He  is  caught"  are  heard.  But  silence  is  imposed. 
At  last  the  audience  becoming  impatient,  commence  to  speak :  "Come 
on,  Mr.  Roussy,  what  are  you  doing  now  ?"  The  gentleman  appears 
more  and  more  disconcerted  :  he  replies  in  a  trembling  voice  :  "Gen- 
tlemen, I  beg  of  you  to  be  patient,  I  admit  I  am  in  very  close 
quarters." 

These  words  were  followed  by  a  general  buret  of  laugh- 
ter. Mr.  Chiuiquy  says  to  him':  "  You  will  tind  yourself 
in  closer  quarters  in  a  minute,  sir.  "  At  last  after 
having  searched  in  vain  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  Mr.  Roussy  sits 
down,  or  rather  falls  into  his  seat,  and  says  in  a  pitiful  voice  :  "  I  am 
not  able  to  find  the  text  I  am  looking  for." 

Mk.  Chiniquy. — Gentlemen,  have  the  kindness  to  write  that  Mr. 
Roussy  declares  himself  unable  to  find  a  text  from  Holy  Scripture 
which  proves  that  St.  Mark  was  inspired  by  God  to  write  the  Gospel. 

Another  little  question,  Mr.  Roussy  :  since  according  to  your  re- 
ligion, one  should  only  believe  as  true,  what  can  be  proved  by  a  text 
from  the  Holy  Bible,  will  you  find  for  us  the  text  that  proves  that 
St.  Luke,  who  was  no  more  an  Apostle  than  St.  Mark,  was  inspired  by 
God  to  write  the  Gospel  ? 

Mr.  Roussy  once  more  rises,  but  his  face  and  whole  appearance 
indicate  a  man  completely  broken  up.  He  searches  again,  for  five 
or  six  minutes  ;  then  allowing  himself  to  fall  back  mto  his  chair,  ex- 
claims, "  I  am  not  able." 

Mr.  Chiniquy. — Gentlemen,  will  you,  if  you  please,  write  that 
Mr.  Roussy  declares  he  is  not  able  to  find  a  text  in  his  Bible  to  prove 
that  St.  Luke  wrote  the  Gospel.  Then  addressing  Mr.  Roussy  :  Very 
well,  sir,  since  you  declare  you  are  not  able  to  find  a  word  in  the  Holy 
Bible  to  assure  you  that  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  wrote  the  Gospels  that 
bear  their  names,  how  do  you  know  that  it  was  they  who  wrote  these 
Gospels  ?  Then,  turning  towards  the  audience,  Mr.  Chiniquy  says, 
smiling  :  "  Listen  well  to  his  reply."  A  gloomy  silence  ensues  for 
an  instant. 

Mr.  Roussy — We  prove  that  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  wrote  the 
Gospels  by  the  miracles  they  wrought. 

Mk.  Chiniquy — Very  well,  show  me  a  text  from  the  Gospel 
where  it  states  that  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  wrought  miracles. 

Mr.  Roussy,  rising  slowly,  admits  that  he  is  not  al)!e  ;  he  mur- 
murs some  unintelligible  words,  then  with  an  embarrassment  which 
he  cannot  conceal :  "  You  ask  me,  sir,  how  it  is  known  that  St.  Mark 
and  St.  Luke  wrote  their  Gospels  ;  but,  sir,  that  is  only  known  by  the 
testimony  of  the  early  Christians." 
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At  these  words  nothing  is  heard  but  exclamations  of  joy  and  the 
clapping  of  hands.  "  He  is  convicted  by  his  own  words  ;  he  is  caught 
in  his  own  trap,"  cried  the  crowd. 

Mr.  CiiiNiQUY — Yes,  my  friends,  he  is  taken  at  his  own  words, 
and  as  you  say,  •'  caught  in  his  own  trap  ;  "  he  is  forced  to  have  re- 
course to  the  testimony  of  the  early  Christians,  that  is  to  the  Tradi- 
tion of  the  Church,  to  prove  the  very  first  of  Gospel  truths,  the 
existence  of  the  Gospel  itself.  He  is,  therefore,  forced  to  admit  that  he 
deceived  you  just  now,  when  he  told  you  everything  was  to  be  found 
written  in  the  Bible,  and  that  anything  that  could  not  be  proved  by 
some  text  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Roussy — I  am  not  caught.  It  is  you,  Mr.  Chiniquy,  who 
have  been  caught  in  your  own  trap  ;  it  is  you  who  are  convicted,  for 
you  are  not  able  to  show  us  what  the  Church  is,  and  what  authority 
it  has. 

Mr.  Chiniquv — Since  Mr.  Roussy  does  not  know  what  the 
Church  IS,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  telHng  him.  The  early  Chris- 
tians being  divided  on  certain  practices,  followed  the  advice  of  Our 
Ix)rd,  and  appealed  to  the  Church  of  their  day,  and  this  is  what  took 
place  : — (Acts  xv.  6)  "And  the  Apostles  and  ancients  came  together  to 
consider  of  this  matter.  And  when  there  was  much  disputing,  Peter 
rising  up  said  to  them  :  My  brethren,  you  know  that  in  former  days 
God  made  choice  among  us,  that  the  Gentiles,  by  my  mouth, 
should  hear  the  word  of  the  Gospel,  and  believe."  After  Peter, 
Barnabas  and  Paul  were  heard.  Then  James  speaks  in  his 
turn  ;  but  it  was  only  to  confirm  what  Peter  had  said.  Finally,  the 
deliberation  being  finished,  they  wrote  these  solemn  words  :  "  For  it 
hath  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Gho^t  and  to  us."  to  decide  in  such  a 
manner  the  question  Uiat  you  have  raised." 

There,  Mr.  Roussy,  that  is  what  the  Church  is.  That  is  how  she 
spoke  1900  years  ago,  and  that  is  how  she  speaks  still,  and  how  she, 
will  speak  to  the  end  of  time  ;  tor  she  can  never  perish,  seeing  that 
.leans  Christ  has  said  :  "The  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against 
her."  It  is  this  infallible  Church  which  telLs  me,  a  Catholic,  as  she 
told  it  1900  years  ago :  "  8t.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  were  inspired  by  God 
to  write  their  Gospels,"  and  1  am  certain  she  speaks  the  truth,  for  it 
is  the  Holy  Ghost  who  enlightens  her.  This  Church,  according  to 
St.  Paul  (1  Timothy  iii.  15),  "Is  the  pillar  uiul  <jround  of  the 
truth."  This  Church,  outside  ot  whicb  there  is  nothing  but 
falsehood  and  error,  has  been  called  Catholir  by  the  Apostles,  and  no 
other  church  can  ever  bear  this  grand  name.  Tbis  Catholic  Church, 
to  which  I  have  the  happiness  to  belong,  is  also  called  A.postolic,  be- 
cause it  is  united  with  the  Apostles  by  an  unbroken  chain  of  priests, 
bishops  and  Popes,  who  obtain  their  power,  by  incontestable  title?, 
from  them.  This  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church  is  also  called 
Roman,  because  it  was  at  Rome  that  its  Founder  amongst  men,  (St. 
Peter)  shed  his  blood  and  because  it  was  there  he  deposited  for  his 
successors  the  keys  of  Heaven,  which  neither  demons  nor  heretics  nor 
infidels  can  deprive  her  of.  "  Tliou  art  Peter  and  on  this  Rock  I  will 
build  my  Church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it. 
(Mat.  xvi.  10,  19.) 

When  I,  a  Catholic,  take. the  Bible   in  my   hapds,  I  am  ascertain 
that  it  is  the   word  of  God  as   I  am   certain  that   there   is  a  God  in 
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Heaven,  because  it  is  the  Catholic  Church  (the  pillar  and  ground  of 
the  truth)  which  tells  me  so.  When  I  read  the  Gospel,  I  read  it  only 
with  a  full  and  complete  submission  to  the  interpretation  which  the 
Church  gives  me.  whose  voice  I  am  obliged  to  hear  under  pain  of 
being  treated  by  God  "as  a  heathen  and  publican"  (Matt., 
xviii.  17).  And  when  I  read  this  Holy  Gospel  I  call  to  mind  the 
words  of  St.  Peter  (2  Peter,  iii.  15,  16),  "  As  also  our  most 
dear  brother  Paul,  according  to  the  wisdom  given  him,  hath  written 
to  you,  as  also  in  all  his  epistles,  speaking  in  them  of  these  things  ; 
in  which  are  some  things  hard  to  be  understood,  which  the  unlearned 
and  unstably  wrest,  as  also  the  other  Scriptures,  to  their  own 
perdition." 

In  reading  the  Holy  Sciiptures,  I  call  to  mind  that  I  am  but  a 
poor  ignorant  man,  and  that  if  I  depend  upon  my  feeble  understand- 
ing, I  shall  very  soon  go  astray  ;  therefore  I  am  careful  to  understand 
what  I  read  in  the  sense  that  the  Church  has  always  taught.  For  if 
I  am  bound  to  believe  that  the  Church  is  infallible,  when  she  tells 
me  that  St.  Mark  and  St.  Lvike  were  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
write  their  Gospels,  although  1  do  not  find  a  word  in  the  Bible,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Roussj^'s  admission,  to  prove  this  truth,  I  am  bound 
to  believe  that  she  is  in  like  manner  guided  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  in 
the  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures,  which  sacred  treasure  she  alone 
has  perserved  for  me  infallibly. 

I  have  admitted  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  but  an  ignorant 
man,  and  for  this  reason  I  am  in  need  of  an  infallible  guide  in 
the  interpretation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  I  have  no  intention  of 
insulting,  nor  of  wounding  Mr.  Roussy  in  any  manner,  but  I  tell  you 
that  I  believe  him  just  as  ignorant  as  I  am,  and  I  believe  that  he  be- 
longs to  that  class  of  men  of  whom  St.  Peter  speaks,  when  he  says, 
the  unlearned  do  not  understand  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  wrest 
them  in  a  false  sense  to  their  own  perdition. 

In  spite  of  my  ignorance  and  my  weakness,  lam  assured  that  I 
shall  not  go  astray  in  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  since  I  have  for 
my  guide  '' the  Church,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth,"  and  take 
for  ray  interpreter,  that  Church  to  whom  my  adorable  Saviour  has 
said  : — "  The  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it."  But  I  am 
curious  to  know  how  Mr  Roussy,  who  is  also  a  poor  ignorant  man, 
can  be  assured  of  finding  his  salvation  in  the  reading  of  the  Bible, 
when  the  prince  of  the  Apostles  assures  us  that  the  ignorant  find  in 
it  their  ruin. 

Mr.  Roussy. — The  Holy  Ghost  invites  us  to  read  the  Sacred 
Scriptures,  and  in  consequence  promises  to  enlighten  us. — Here  is  a 
text  which  reveals  to  us  in  a  most  evident  manner,  this  truth, — (2 
Timothy  iii.  13,  16)  "  Evil  men  and  seducers  shall  wax  worse  and 
worse,  deceiving  and  being  deceived.  But  continue  thou  in  the 
things  thou  hast  learned  and  hast  been  assured  of,  knowing  of  whom 
thou  hast  learned  them  ;  and  that  from  a  child,  thou  hast  known  the 
holy  scriptures,  whicli  are  able  to  make  thee  wise  unto  salvation, 
through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  All  scripture  is  given  by  in- 
spiration of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correc- 
tion, for  instruction  in  righteousness." 

Here  we  see  St.  Paul  congratulating  his  well  beloved  Timothy 
for  having  known  the  holy  scriptures  from  his  childhood.   Therefore, 
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we  merit  the  praises  of  God  by  sduljing  tlicHoly  Scriptures.  Besides, 
is  it  not  positively  staled  here,  that  all  scripture  is  inspired  by  God 
lor  in.slruction  and  correction.  ]f  all  tjcriptiire  is  given  by  inspiration 
of  God  for  instruction,  and  correction,  how  can  Mr.  Chiniquy  dare  to 
say  that  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  bad  and  can  cause 
our  ruin  ? 

Mr.  Chiniquy — Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  already  remarked  to  you 
that  this  good  Mr.  Roussy  was  unfortunate  in  the  choice  of  his  texts. 
The  one  that  he  has  just  chosen  is  going  to  destroy  irretrievably  his 
argument.  In  the  first  place,  you  see,  by  this  text,  that  St.  Paul 
says  positively,  "  continue  thou  in  the  things  thou  hast  learned  and 
hast  been  assured  of,  knowing  of  whom  thou  hatt  learned  them." 
Here  St.  Paul  is  not  speaking  of  the  Bible,  nor  of  writings  at  all,  be 
sneaks  of  things  ivhich  have  been  learned,  and  it  is  very  probable,  or 
rather,  it  is  very  certain  that  these  things  were  not  loritten,  for  St, 
Paul  says  to  remember  them,  not  from  the  book  in  which  he  had 
read  them,  but  on  account  of  the  person  who  had  taught  them  to 
him.  And  to  show  how  far  St.  Paul  was  from  preaching  Mr.  Roussy's 
absurd  doctrine,  that  all  things  necessary  to  salvation  are  written  in 
the  Bible,  it  will  suffice  to  cast  our  eyes  a  few  lines  higher  than  the 
text  quoted  by  Mr.  Roussy,  St.  Paul,  speakmg  to  the  same  Timothy, 
says  to  him  : — "  And  the  things  wliich  thou  hast  heard  from  me — 
before  many  witnesses — the  same  commend  to  faithful  men,  who 
shall  be  fat  to  teach  others  also."     (2  Tim.  ii.  2). 

Yes,  continue  firm,  says  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  in 
the  things  you  have  learned  not  only  by  the  reading  of  the 
Sacred  books,  but  also  in  the  things  yoia  have  "heard  from  me, 
before  many  witnesses."  St.  Paul  made  use  of  no  different 
language  when  writing  to  Timothy,  than  he  had  used  when  addressing 
the  Thessalonians,  for  he  said  to  them  also  : — "  Therefore,  Brethren, 
stand  firm  ;  and  hold  the  tradition  which  you  have  learned, 
whether  by  word  or  by  our  epistle."  (2  Thess.  ii.  14).  And 
these  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  which  are  the  words  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  himself,  have  resounded  throughout  the  world  for  1900  years. 
And  all  those  who  have  really  believed  in  Jesus  Christ  have  repeated 
them,  they  believe  them,  and  they  will  repeat  them  to  the  very  end 
of  time,  for  the  eternal  confusion  of  infidels  and  innovators — '"  Hold 
the  tradition  which  you  have  learned  whether  by  our  words  or  by  our 
tvritings."  That  has  been  the  teaching  of  the  Church  for  nineteen 
centuries.  That  will  be  the  teaching  of  the  Church  till  the  end  of 
time  ;  for  the  Cluirch,  like  the  Son  of  God  whose  immaculate  Spouse 
she  is,  can  never  change.  St.  Paul  was  far  from  uphokling  the  absurd 
doctrine  of  modern  innovators  ;  he  who  says  positively  in  his  Episth^ 
to  the  Romans  (Chap.  x.  13 — 17)  : — "  Whosoever  shall  call  upon  the 
name  of  the  name  ot  the  Lord  shall  be  saved.  How  then  shall  they 
call  on  Him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  ?  Or  how  shall  they  be- 
lieve him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  And  how  siiall  they  hear 
without  a  preacher  ?  And  how  can  they  preach  unless  they  be  sent "/ 
— Faith  then  cometh  by  liearimi  and  hearing  by  tlie  word  of  Chri?;l." 

St.  Paul  congratulates  St.  Timothy  on  his  reading  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  hut  it  was  because  his  holy  disciple  joined  to  this  reading, 
the  most  entire  submission  to  the  explanations  a.nd  to  the  instruc- 
tions, by  word  of  uiouth,  of  his  superiors  before  God.    It  is  a'so  in 
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this  inaniier  Uuit  the  Cluirch  wishes  her  children  to  read  the  Holy 
Scriptures  The  absurd  idea  eutertained  by  Mr.  lioussy,  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel  comes  by  reading  alone,  was  so  far  from  tlie 
thought  of  the  Apostle  that  he  cries  out :  "How  shall  tlie  nations 
believe  in  Jesus  Christ  if  they  have  not  heard  Him  spoken  of,  and 
liow  shall  they  hear  Him  spoken  of  unless  some  one  preaches  to 
them  ?" 

According  to  the  Apostle  St.  Paul,  therefore,  the  best  manner,  or 
rather,  the  only  means  of  knowing  Jesus  Christ,  is  to  hear  ot  Him  i)y 
preaching,  and  not  by  reading.  Without  doubt  reading  is  not  use- 
less, liut  it  aids  the  faith  of  them  alone  who  listen  to  the  "preaching  of 
those  who  have  been  sent  to  preach. 

But  I  have  told  you  that  Mr.  lloussy  was  going  to  completely  des- 
troy liimself  with  the  text  which  he  has  quoted  for  us.  If  1  have  un- 
derstood this  gentleman  well,  he  has  read  to  us  in  his  Bible  these  ex- 
act words,  "  AH  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God  and  is  profit- 
able for  doctrine,  (or  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  right- 
eousness."    Are  those  not  the  words  you  have  read,  Mr.  Roussy  ? 

Mr.  Roussy. — Yes,  sir.  St.  Paul  says,  "  ad  scripture  is  given  by  in- 
spiration of  God  and  is  proiitable  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  in- 
struclion  in  righteousness." 

Mk.  Chiniquy. — Mr.  Chairman  and  all  of  you,  gentlemen,  who 
compose  this  respectable  meeting,  you  have  heard  these  words  from 
Mr.  Roussy 's  Bible.  Well,  what  do  you  think  oftliem?  Yes,  what 
do  you  think  of  a  man  or  of  a  religion  which  assures  you  that  all 
scripture  (or  writing)  is  given  by  the  inspiration  of  God  for  rr'proof, 
for  correction  and  for  instruction.  Up  to  the  present  moment,  j'ou 
have  believed  that  there  were  bo  )ks  or  writings  waich  could  only  de- 
file and  corrupt  the  heart,,  but  Mr.  R)ussy  has  discovered  (he  coa- 
trar}'  in  his  precious  Bibls.  I  kn  )w  of  a  great  number  of  books  whicli 
have  been  written  only  under  the  inspiration  of  the  most  wicked 
passions  and  are  calculated  only  to  defile  and  corrupt  those 
who  read  them,  but,  Mr.  Roussy  assures  us  that  we  liave  all 
been  mistaken,  and  he  proclaims  that  all  writings  (or  scriptures) 
are  given  by  the  inspiration  of  God.  You  have  well  understooil 
him  to  say  so,  have  you  not  ?  ("  Yes,  yes,"'  from  all  sides).  A  few 
minutes  ago,  Mr.  Roussy  said,  with  emphasis,  that  if  anyone  added 
anything  to  or  took  anything  from  the  word  of  God — he  is  cursed. 
Well,  gentlemen,  this  being  the  case,  the  curse  of  God  must  surely 
be  on  those  who  wrote  the  Bible  that  Mr.  Roussy  holds  in  his  hands, 
for  this  Bible  is  false,  ridiculously  false,  when  it  says  that ''  all  writing 
(or  scripture)  is  given  by  insr)iration  of  God  and  is  profitable  for  re- 
proof, for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness."* 

Mk.  Roussy — (rising  angrily). — How  dare  you  say,  Mr.  Chiniquy, 
that  the  Holy  r>ible  I  holvl  in  my  hand  is  false  and  deceptive,  1  defy 
you  to  prove  it ;  what  you  say  is  blasphemy. 

Mr.  Chiniquy. — I  am  going  to  prove  to  you,  sir,  that  what  I  have 


*  Note. — In  Euglish  the  word  "  Scripture,"  by  coniiiioii  u^^age,  generally 
means  the  Sacred  ScripUires  ;  the  mistranslation  of  this  passaice,  however,  in 
Protestant  Bibles,  is  more  glaringly  apparent  in  the  French  version,  in  the  word 
"  fcriture,"  which  is  here  used,  corresponding  with  the  English  word  "wriling" 
in  every  day  use. 
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just  said,  is  nothing  but  the  truth  ;  your  Bible  is  false  and  deceptive 
to  an  absurd  degree.  It  is  a  falsified  Bible,  and  I  ana  about  to  prove 
it^at  once. 

Addressing  then  a  respectable  farmer,  named  Gauthier  :  Sir,  by 
whom  was  the  Bible  I  hold  in  my  hand  given  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Gauthier. — That  Bible  was  given  to  rae  by  a  person  who 
had  it  from  Mr.  lloussy. 

Mr.  Chiniquy. — Very  well,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  are  going  tojudge 
what  should  be  thought  of  Protestant  Bibles.  The  Bible  that  Mr. 
Roussy  holds,  says  : — "All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God, 
and  is  profitable  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  right- 
eousness." But  the  Bible  which  I  hold  and  which  also  comes  from 
Mr.  Roussy,  does  not  contain  this  absurdity,  for  I  read  in  it,  "  all 
scripture,  divinely  inspired,  is  profitable  to  teach,  to  correct,  to  instruct 
in  justice." 

Mr.  Roussy  (rising  in  a  hurry) — The  two  sentences  are  the  same. 
Mr.  Chinh^uy — No,  sir,  these  two  sentences  are  not  the  same. 
Is  it  the  same  thing.  Mr.  Chairman,  and  all  you  gentlemen  who  hear 
me  ;  all  of  you  reply  ;  is  it  the  same  thing  to  say,  "  All  scripture  is 
given  by  inspiration  of  God  " — and  to  say — "  All  Scripture  divinely 
inspired  is  profitable  to  teach,"  etc.  ? 

From  all  sides  of  the  hall  a  unanimous  cry  is^heard  :  "  Xo,  these 
two  sentences  are  not  the  same." 

Mr.  Chiniquy — You  are  right,  my  friends;  the  first  of  these 
sentences  is  an  absurdity,  and  it  is  only  a  Bible  corning  from  the 
liands  of  Satar  himself,  which  could  say,  "All  scripture  is  given 
by  inspiration  of  God."  This  sentence  is  infernal  in  character.  Xo, 
no,  all  writing  is  not  inspired  by  God.  There  are  many  writings, 
there  are  thousands  of  books  inspired  by  the  Devil. 

Besides,  here  are  two  Bibles,  both  fiom  the  hands  of  Mr.  Roussy. 
If  the  one  which  says  *'  All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  oi  God" 
is  correct,  that  which  says  "  All  scripture  divinely  inspired  is  profit- 
able to  teach  "  is  incorrect. 

The  latter  is  copied  from  the  authorized  Catholic  Bible,  and  if 
the  Methodists,  in  copying  it,  have  added  nothing  to  the  true  Bible, 
they  have  taken  something  from  the  Bible  which  Mr.  Roussy  nas  be- 
fore him.  This  is  as  clear  as  sunlight ;  either  they  have  added  to  this 
one  the  words  "divinely  inspired,"  or  they  liave  taken  them  from 
the  other  ;  and  as  both  these  Bibles  are  printed  and  circulated  by 
Methodists,  for,  though  one  claims  to  be  a  copy  of  the  Catholic  Bible, 
both  I  come  from  their  hands  ;  therefore,  according  to  Mr. 
Roussy 's  words,  they  are  cursed  by  Heaven  for  having  added  to  or 
taken  from  the  word  of  God. 

Mr.  Roussy  (taking  up  excitedly  his  cap  and  coat,  and  wishing  to 
leave,  says) — 1  don't  care  to  argue  any  longer  with  a  man  who  dares 
to  tell  me  that  my  Bible  is  falsified. 

Mr.  Chiniquy. — I  am  not  satisfied  with  telling  you  so,  sir,  but  I 
prove  it.  Here  are  two  Bibles,  both  coming  from  you — one  speaks  in 
one  manner,  the  other  in  another.  Consequently,  one  of  them  nuist 
be  falsified,  and  you  are  consequently  publicly  convicted  of  having 
circulated  a  falsified  Bible. 

But  enough  on  this  question  of  the  Bible  and  of  tradition  ;  I 
have  confounded  you  by  your  own  words  on  these  questions.    Let  us 
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take  up  the  accusation  that  you  have  brought  against  the  Catholic 
Church  of  having  suppressed  the  Second  Commandment  of  God. 
Did  you,  Mr.  Roussy,  put  your  signature  at  the  bottom  of  this  letter  ? 
(Mr.  Chiniquy  then  shows  a  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Roussy,  in  which 
the  Catholic  Church  is  accused  of  having  suppressed  the  Second 
Commandment  of  God.) 

Mr.  Roussy — (appearing  confused  and  trembling) — Yes.  sir,  it  is 
I  who  have  signed  that  letter. 

Mr.  Chiniquy — Very  well ;  then  you  must  prove  what  you  have 
stated  in  this  letter. 

Mr.  Roussy — Xo,  sir,  you  have  told  me  that  my  Bible  is  falsified, 
and  I  am  going. 

He  again  wishes  to  leave.  On  all  sides  are  heard  cries  of  "  Don't 
let  him  escape  ;  stop  him.  You  are  a  coward,  Mr.  Roussy."  It  was 
only  with  great  difficulty  that  Mr.  Chiniquy  and  the  chairman  were 
able  to  stop  the  noise.    Order  being  somewhat  rostored  : 

Mr.  Chiniquy — That  is  not  the  only  place  where  your  Bible 
hoa  been  shamefully  falsified  :  here  is  another  of  your  texts,  where 
the  hand  of  Satan  is  shown  in  a  plainly  visible  manner — (Matt, 
xvi.  24)  :  "For  whosoever  wishes  to  save  his  soul,  shall  lose  it — • 
but  whosoever  shall  lose  his  soul  for  the  love  of  me,  shall  find  it 
again."*  Is  not  this  a  great  discovery,  the  finding  of  a  soul  which  has 
been  lost  for  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  ? 

This  text  seemed  to  strike  Mr.  Roussy  like  a  thunderbolt  ;  he 
starts  from  the  platform  wtiere  he  was,  saying  : — "Amongst  the 
Latins,  the  soul  and  the  life  were  the  same  thing."  These  ridiculous 
words  were  greeted  with  an  immense  shout  of  laughter  ;  with  cries, 
"  the  coward,  he  is  running  away  ;  he  is  not  able  to  continue  the 
discussion.  Stop  him  from  going  out."  But  the  chairman  and  Mr. 
Chiniquy  succeeded  in  restoring  order,  reminding  the  people  that 
they  had  given  their  word  of  honor  not  to  do  anything  to  hurt  Mr. 
Roussy. 

While  Mr.  Roussy  was  making  his  escape  through  the  crowd,  a 
Protestant,  fearing  that  they  would  do  him  an  injury,  and  wishing 
to  protect  him,  exclaimed  :  "  Mr.  Roussy  is  defeated,  it  is  true,  but 
it  is  not  necessary,  on  that  account,  to  kill  him." 


*"  Car  quiconque  VDUdra  «auver  sou  a;;ic  la  pertlra       .      ,  Alais  qul- 

conque  perdra  son  ame  pour  ramour  de  raol,  la  relrouvera."— French  ProlesL- 
auL  Bible. 

THE  END. 


SHORT  WAY  TO  TRUTH. 


What  is  your  mod  important  business  in  this  life? — It  is  to  savo 
your  8oul.  This  is  tlie  "  one  thing  necessary,"  [Luke  x.  42.]  "  What 
sliall  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  suffer  the  loss  of 
his  own  soul,"  says  our  Blessed  Saviour.     [Murk  viii.  36.] 

What  must  you  do  to  save  yoiir  soul? — You  must  follow  the  re- 
ligion taught  by  Christ.  He  is  "  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life." 
I  John  xiv,  6.]  "  Go  ye  into  the  wliole  world,"  He  said  to  His  Apost- 
les, "and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.  He  that  believeth  and 
is  baptized,  shall  he  saved  :  but  he  that  believeth  not,  .?/iaW6e  condemn- 
ed."    [Mark  xvi.  15,  16.] 

Hoiv  many  religions  did  Christ  teach  ? — Most  certainly  only  ONE. 
for  this  plain  reason,  that  He  cannot  contradict  himself.  "There 
hhall  be  one  fold  and  one  shepherd."  he  says.  [John  x.  16.]  And  St. 
Paul  tells  that  there  is  "one  Lord"  and  "one  Faith."    [Ephes  iv.    5.] 

What,  there/ore,  is  to  be  thought  of  the  many  religions  in  this  coun- 
try ? — As  our  Saviour  taught  but  one  religion,  it  must  follow  that  .t11 
these  religions  are  false  except  ONE,  wherever  that  is.  Hence  St. 
I'aul  says,  in  his  epistle  to  the  Galatians  [i.  8.]  "  Though  we,  or  an 
Angel  from  heaven,  preaching  a  Gospel  to  you,  besides  that  which 
v:e  have  preached,  let  him  be  anathema." 

Is  it  not  very  unchai-itable  to  say  that  all  religions  are  false  except 
one  f — It  IS  not  more  unchariL.ible  than  to  point  out  the  right  road 
to  you  when  you  are  on  a  journey,  and  to  tell  you  that  all  other 
roads  will  lead  you  astray. 

Jh(t  are  you  not  safe  in  folloxcing  the  religion  in  whicJi  you  were  bornf 
— Front  what  you  have  been  reacUug,  it  is  as  clear  as  noonday  that 
you  are  not  safe  in  following  the  religion  in  which  you  were  born, 
unless  it  be  the  one  true  religion,  which  Christ  taught. 

What  then  are  you  to  do  ? — You  must  strive  to  find  out  whether 
the  religion  you  were  born  in  be  the  one  true  reiigi(»n  or  not :  and  if 
it  be  not,  you  must  leave  it,  and  embrace  the  true  religion. 

But  how  are  you  to  find  out  the  true  religion  f — You  must  truly 
and  heartily  repent  of  all  the  sins  you  have  committed  :  you  must 
haye  no  other  ivish  than  to  learn  the  will  of  God  and  to  do  it  :  you 
must  be  res(.)lved  that  neither  persecutions,  nor  losses,  nor  worldly  in 
ter<"st,  nor  anything  else  whatsoever  shall  prevent  you  from  doing  the 
will  (if  God,  when  you  know  what  that  will  is  ;  and  you  must  often 
pray  that  He  will  teach  you  His  holy  will,  saying  :  "  Lord  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  [Acts  ix.  6.]  If  you  will  follow  this  advice  you 
nuiy  be  sure  that  God  will  hear  your  prayer,  and  lead  you  into  the 
riglit  way,  h^r  He  promises  to  give  His  Holy  Spirit  to  those  who  ask 
it.     |Luk'3  XI.  lo.  ;    Matt.  vii.  7,  S.] 
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You  should  also  look  about  you,  and  enquire  which  is  the  one 
true  religion.  You  will  soon  find  in  the  New  Testament  that  Christ 
established  a  church  upon  enrth  :  that  He  built  it  upon  a  ROCK, 
and  declared  that  the  gates  of  hell  shall  NOT  prevail  against  it  [Matt. 
xvi.  18]  :  you  will  lind  that  He  gave  His  Church  authority  to  teach 
His  religion,  and  conwianded  all  to  liear  and  obey  it.  [Matt,  xviii.  17; 
Luke  X.  16,  Acts  ix.  6,7  ;  x.  5,  6];  that  this  Church  cannot  teach  error; 
being  "  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth."  [1  Tim.  lii.  15];  and 
that  by  following  what  it  teaches  you  will  be  treed  from  all  dom^t 
and  perplexity  al)0ut  the  way  to  heaven  and  will  no  longer  be  tossed 
about  by  every  wind  of  iloctrine.  [Ephes.  iv.  li-15]  You  will  lind,  in 
short,  that  you  will  be  as  sure  of  leirning  the  religion  of  Christ  from 
this  Church,  as  if  you  heard  Him  speaking  to  you  Himself.  "  He  that 
hearelh  you  heareth  me."  [Luke  x.l6J  and  St.  Paul  says,  "For  Christ, 
therefore,  we  are  ambassadors  ;  God  as  it  were  exhorting  by  us,"  [2 
Cor.  V.  20],  and  (St.  John  xiv.  16)  •'!  \vill  ask  the  Father,  and  He  shall 
give  you  another  paraclete,  that  He  may  abide  with  you  for  ever"  and 
again,  "  but  when  He  the  Spirit  of  Truth  is  come.  He  will  teach  you 
all  truth."     [John  xvi.  13.] 

Such  is  the  Church  which  Christ  our  Lord  established  upon  the 
earth,  with  a  living,  speaking,  and  unerring  authority  to  teach  you 
the  way  to  heaven  ;  and  this,  therefore,  is  the  Church  which  yon 
must  endeavor  to  find. 

A  little  more  examination  will  discover  to  you  that  this  Churcliis 
no  other  than  that  which  you  often  truly  say  was  the  first  and  will 
be  the  last  and  which  all  Christians  say  they  believe,  when  they  re- 
peat the  Apostles'  creed  :  "  I  believe  the  Holy  Catholic  Church."  Ye?, 
lliis  is  the  Church  which  Christ  built  on  a  rock,  which  has  stood  for 
eighteen  hundred  years,  and  has  triumphed  over  all  the  persecutions 
raised  against  it  ;  this  is  the  Church  which  all  other  churches  have 
separated  from,  whilst.it  has  always  remained  the  same  as  our  Savi- 
our established  it. 

You  have  heard  many  things  said  against  tlie  Catholic  Church. 
They  have  been  refuted  a  million  times.  There  has  been  an  ugly 
mask  thrown  over  it  to  hide  the  truth  of  its  doctrines.  But  if  you 
will  examine  with  sincerity  you  will  find  that  it  teaches  neither  idol- 
atry nor  superstition,  nor  any  of  the  iviclced  doctrines  laid  to  its  charge  : 
that  it  does  not  wish  to  keep  you  in  ignorance  ;  that  it  doe-;  not  stifie 
free  inquiry,  but  wishes  only  for  a  full  and  fair  inquiry  into  all  that 
it  teaches.  Its  truth,  to  be  loved,  needs  only  to  be  seen.  (See  Apoc. 
xxii.  17  ;  Ps.  xxxiv.  11  ;  Matt.  x.  17  to  end  of  chap  :  xix.  2'J.  v.  1(-12 ; 
vi.  2.5  to  end  of  chap),   oeatii  I  judgmext  !  he.vvex  I  hell  !  eternity  ! 

PRAY^ER   FOR    GUIDANCE   INTO    TRUTH. 

This  prayer  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thayer  of  Boston,  a 
minister  of  tlie  Congregational  Church,  when  he  was  in  doubt  ajid 
uncertainty,  and  in  the  use  of  which  he  was  assisted  in  obtaining 
that  grace,  which  ultimately  led  him  to  the  gift  of  faith,  and  the 
reception  into  the  one  fold  of  the  one  Shepherd. 

God  of  all  goodness  ;  Almijrhty  and  eternal,  Father  of  mercies, 
and  Saviour  of  mankind  :  I  implore  Thee,  by  Thy  sovereign  goodness, 
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to  enlighten  my  mind  and  to  touch  my  heart,  that  by  means  of 
true  faith,  hope  and  charity,  I  may  live  and  die  in  the  true  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ.  I  confidently  believe  that;  as  there  is  but  one  God, 
there  can  be  but  one  faith,  one  religion,  one  only  path  to  salvation, 
and  that  every  other  path  opposed  thereto  can  lead  but  to  perdition. 
This  path,  O  my  God,  I  anxiously  seek  after,  that  I  may  follow  it, 
and  be  saved.  Therefore  I  protest  before  Thy  divine  Majesty,  and  I 
swear  by  all  Thy  divine  attributes,  that  I  will  follow  the  religion 
which  Thou  shalt  reveal  to  me  as  the  true  one,  and  will  abandon,  at 
whatever  cost,  that  wherein  I  shall  have  discovered  errors  and  false- 
hood. I  confess  that  I  do  not  deserve  this  favor  for  the  greatness  of 
my  sins,  for  which  I  am  truly  penitent,  seeing  they  offend  a  God  who 
is  so  good,  so  holy,  and  so  worthy  of  love  ;  but  what  I  deserve  not,  I 
hope  to  obtain  from  Thine  infinite  mercy  :  and  I  beseech  Thee  to 
grant  it  unto  me  through  the  merits  of  that  precious  blood,  which  was 
shed  for  us  sinners,  by  Thine  only  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who 
liveth  and  reigneth,  God,  world  without  end.    Amen. 


